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THE APPROVED FRIENDS OF THEIR COUNTRY 
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Y 


2 


— * — — —2— — 


Z 


— 


_— 


4, 49> - we 1 1 


— 


— 


—— 


——— VV— — — — 


93 


nne . * 


, „ — —̃ — 


— 


PR 


——— 2 — — — 


——— ů ů ·˙—⁵; * 4 


ö —[—Tœ—WmF,imcm Ü 2 : : r ˙ ü 


— 


E R M O N. 
©"; 1 0 


LTHOUGH ſome ſignal advantages have 
been gained over our common enemy, and 

the face of public affairs ſo greatly changed ſince 
theſe ſolemn meetings begun, that we have now the, 
proſpect of an end being ſoon put to the horrors 
of a war we have ſo much deplored z there is yet 
much to be done by every friend to his country 
and religion. The private woes which this war 
« hath occafioned—the enormous load of debt it hath 
brought upon the nation—the diſſevering America 
from theBritiſh empire—the great uncertainty there 
is what courſe our trade and commerce, ſo eſſen- 
tial co the civil intereſt of Britain, will cake on the 
termination of the war and the abundant reaſon 
there is to apprehend that we, as a nation, have 
not been ſuitably humbled and affected under the 
mighty hand of God; vin touch every prone 

and patriotic breaſt among us. 

Under the influence of hope and fear, of pain and 
pleaſure z and with the moſt ſincere deſire of pro- 
moting that very important end for which we are 


now aſſembled; I have choſen as the ground of 
the following diſcourſe, thoſe words in 


& PSALM 


| LS 2 
| PSALM CII. 16. 
ji | 1 
lit WHEN THE LoRD SHALL BUILD UP ZION, HE 
il SHALL APPEAR IN, His GLORY. 
[ Whoever was the author of this Pſalm, David, or 
tl ſome later prophet, he diſcovers a pious and devo- 
ſit tional ſpirit, a heart deeply impreſſed with the ſtate 
i! LE 
i of Zion, and a firm and pleaſing aſſurance that 
i © a time to favour her would come.” 
lt The ſtate of grace and piety in a country—in a 
it church—and even in one foul; is a matter of 
li greater moment than we are able to rell you. If 
it it does not lie with prevailing weight upon us 
1 who preach the goſpel, we are ſo far from being 
I approved miniſters, that we are not chriſtians, 
wil nor have we one ſpark of the piety or benevo- 
lf * lence of the glorious founder of chriſtianity. For 
4! what end more important can we ſpeak, act, 
1 or exiſt, than to rouſe the ſecure in ſin—intro- 
lt | duce chriſtian principles into the ſouls of men— _ 
| th warm, ſtrengthen, and animate the heart of each 
1 cold and languid believer—and promote, through 
j orace, in theſe times that ſeriouſneſs of ſpirit, that 
8 unſhaken attachment to the Son of God, that 
l: holy fire of zeal and devotion, and that experi- 
1 mental godlineſs, which are ſo eſſential to the real 
I proſperity of our country, and which diſtinguiſhed 
if the more happy ages of the church. ..Religio 
ith is that which alone can ſecure and perpetuate 
if our glory as a nation, and which, if loſt, every 
ih thing worth living for, is loſt too. What, O 
ii Britain ! is thy martial fame—thy commerce, arts 
In - and learning—thoſe watery walls which God hath 
Il 
1 
Ti 


placed around thee thy boaſted liberty or even 
that ſun which ſhines upon thee; when compared 
to this?? 
When the Lord ſhall build up Zan, he ſhall 
< appear in his glory.” 

As Zion in its e e and happy ſtare was 
a city of great reſort, ſtrength and defence—as 


its inhabitants were governed by the ſame laws, 
and yielded ſubjection to the ſame Head—as their 
- moſt. valuable interefts were the ſame—as their 
Privileges were ſuperior to thoſe of any other city 
Sand as it was a place more immediately under 
the eye, patronage, and protection of Jehovah , 


it may not unfitly repreſent the church of God. 


In this accommodation of my text, I am more than 


juſtified by Jehovab's own language, in reference 
to goſpel times, in Iſaiah Ix. 14. They ſhall 
call thee the City of the Lord, the Lion of the 
„Holy One of Iſrael.” | 

Under this idea we may obſerve that Zith. may 
lie for a time in a ſomewhat ruinous condition— 


that it is the province of God to build it. that in 


this great work he will certainly engage and that 
he will, appear in his glory when Zion is built. 
I. We may obſerve, that even Zion may lie 
ber a time in a ſomewhat ruinous condition. 
Ihe exact Nate of real religion in che — a 
\.agtion,. an individual. church, or a ſingle ſoul, can 
be known only to God. Outzard prekrance 
is à very uncertain rule of judging, 1 The worid 
_ hath oft condemned thoſe whom: God approved, ; 
and applayded. thoſe whom God condemned. 
Even the * ar was greatly miſtaken 
"2 when 
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: „„ 
when he ſaid, © I, even I only am left (a).“ The 


genuine diſciple of Jeſus ſounds no trumpet be- 


fore him. His religion is not a noiſy, oſtentatious 


thing; but an humble walk with God. It en- 


ters his inmoſt ſoul, and influences him where 
no eye, except the eye of God, can ſee him. 


'Yet, nothing is more plain than that religion 


hath flouriſhed differently in different periods. 
There have been ſome golden ages in the church 
of God—ages in which there was an apparent 


Intercourſe between heaven and earth; and in 
which the preſence of God was more -eminently 
among men. The word of God does not always 


come with equal power. In the ſame fociety, 
_ grace and piety do not always equally flouriſh ; 
and it is too plain that a certain degree of lan- 
gour and indifference hath ſeized ſome churches 
in Britain that were once diſtinguiſhed by their 
faith and piety, zeal and [pirit. 10 TE 
Now, the ſtate of Zion is to be wept over 
when but few are cenverted—when a preached 
goſpel does not reach the heart—and when par- 


don, grace, and ſalvation are not ſeen, and ac- 


knowledged, to be the moſt important objects 
that can be attended to or purſued. When the 


children of pious Parents have no piety, no 


concern to attain one virtue or grace that adorns 
their fathers, or to riſe, when they die, to that 
glorious ſtate to which thoſe from whom they are 
deſcended are gone or going: and if, when the 
pillars in our churches begin to fall, few or none 


” are * up of a e wee public e 


; 14 a + 8 what 
(a) n Kings xix. 10. 


13 


what an unfavourable ſaſpect does Zion wear 
Can we expect that they will ſpeak and act for God 
and Chriſt, and exert themſelves that the glorious 
cauſe of chriſtianity may be maintained; Who 
have never been convinced of ſin or danger, nor 


brought to God, through Chriſt, in the way f 


faith and repentance? If we who preach the goſ- 
pel could imagine, for a moment, that among tie 
people of our choice, care and affection, no deep 
and ſerious impreſſions were made no dark ſouls 
enligbtened no ſtony heart ſoftened and noh 
of thoſe chains broken in which ſinners are held; 
what muſt our feelings be! If this be the unhappy 
caſe; oh! it is merciful in God to (conceal it 
from us. Zion's walls are broken when the 
goſpel. is heard by men without attention to their 
concern in it, or to his authority whoſe it is, 
and who is ſpeaking by it-when they do mat 
ſtudy the goſpel in a manner eorreſponding with 
its divine original and unſpeakable importance 
— when. tbey can content themſelves with vague 
and uncertain conceptions of God who, offended, 
offers mercy ; of Chriſt, in the divine dignity of 
his perſon and characters; of the way of ſalva- 
tion by him; and of themſelves as to their real 
ſtate by nature and practice. If men ſee not how 
the perfections of God harmonize under the goſ- 
-pel;; diſpenſation, and what luſtre- is caſt upon 
them if, with their perſuaſion of the truth of 
the goſpel, they do not enter into the genuine 
ſpirito of its doctrines, precepts, promiſes and 
thretemings- A if the views/ they have of their own 
condition, their need of a Saviour, and the wiſ- 
303+ dom 
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dam, and compaſſion of the appointment i 
not ſo impreſis their hearts, as to bring them to 
the feet of mercy —if their depraved and ſinful 
propenſitjes give law $0-;their..condut—if it is 
not their firſt and warmeſt wiſh; that . the law, of 
+ the. ſpirit of life, which is is Chriſt, Jeſus may 
Ye make them free from the law of fin and 
+ death,” ger their fervent prayer and daily 
endeavour that they may be a. liying goſpel, 
examples of its-graces, and trophies of its ee 
the friends of Zion will hewail heg;ſtate. 


1 JThe Zion of God in the midſt of us i ine 


ſtate to be bewailed when many of the profeſſors 
of religion draw back, and the enemy of ſouls 
hath: ſo far preyailed as to leſſen the number 
of the pious. When a worldly: and carnal, iproud 
or contentious ſpirit, - or any other proceeding 
from the ſame corrupt Aource, makes inroads: a- 
{mang; chriſtians, carries them off from thoſe ſo- 
vieties to which they belonged, and from that 
allegiance they oed and I 40 ux 2985 
walls are broken. 5 
And the fame may be Gd Shieh ZR l bene 
| {hnwRters of thoſe who: compoſe che church of 
God is low. When thoſe Who belang to Chriſt | 


Fections—when they are ſo:1amerted in the cares 
and concerns» of this world as that they move 
but ſlowIy on the rad to that for which: they 
were born, and to which they vught ever to aſ- 
pitre hen they go nat attend the houſed of God 


with chat iconſtancy, pleaſure, and profit they once 
not ithe: word of God with 
that 


1 
that reliſh and ſelf. application they formerly 
experienced and when the warmth of their 
pious zeal and devotion is abated, the churehiis 
in an unhappy ſtate. What the friends of Zion 
wiſh, and what Zion's King muſt expect, is that 
religion be alive in the ſouls of its votafies—rhat 
it appear to be ſo—that the foundation be not 
only laid but built upon —and that che divine 
work daily riſe more firm-and ſtately until * the 
& head-ſtone thereof ſhall be brought forth with 
« ſhoutings, crying, grace, grace unto it (% 
Neither the church of Chriſt at large, nor any 
individual church, can be ſaid to flouriſh, however 


numerous the members of that church may be, if | 


any attainments in grace and piety are reſted ina 
if there be not that © forgetting the things which 
<« are behind; that reaching forth to rhoſe things 
« which are before, and that preſſing toward 
© the mark for the prize of the high calling 'which 
wis of God in Chriſt Jeſus (c). of which the apaſ- 

tle Paul was an example and if believers do not 
recommend arid adorn their profeſſion.  - Perſecy- 

tion hath waſted, and may yet waſte, the church 
of God: but we have more ſerious fears from ano- 


ther quarter, namely, a ſpirit of indifference, cold 


and Janguid graces, and the many declenſions of 
God's own people. When the citizens of Tion 
do not ſeem, by their walk and converſation, to be 
ſo determined for God, Chriſt and heaven as they 
ought—when their chriſtianity, inſtead of cleaving 
cloſe to them, - hangs looſe, like a garment they 
can ad mos when they ſtand not forth in their 
" jeſpective 
(* Zech. iv. 17. (e) Phil. iii. 13, 14. 


i (8) 
1 reſpective faoilies; in the religious ſocieties. to 
which they belong, and in the world, examples 
of ſeriouſneſs and piety, and inconteſtable proofs 
of the happy and glorious effects of the goſpel 


when it comes with power upon the heart; Zion's 
beſt friends will lament on her account. Wen 


1 — leads me to add, that : 

Ig In whatever period of the church the genera- 
4. lity of profeſſors are remiſs in certain great Du- 
i ies that are incumbent upon them, ſome of Zion's 
ff walls are fallen. When for inſtance, the great,du- 
4. ties of the Cloſet are neglected when no conſci- 
5 ence is made of retiring from a gay or buſy world, 
[i] to meditate on the things of God, and to enter 
[\ VR into a ſerious and cloſe examination how matters 
1 ſtand between the ſoul and Him; there is an affect- 
if ing breach in the wall of Zion. If profeſſors do 
Ih, not converſe with their own hearts, that they may 
4 know what is wrong in them with a view to its 
14 being corrected; what is weak, that it may be 


i ſtrengthened ; and what there is of a real work of 
i grace, that it may be promoted; the church does 
not flouriſh, If they retire not that things future 


4 
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IN and eternal may be familiarized—that objects the 
15 moſt intereſting the human ſoul can know may 
| be, as it were, preſent with them—and that what 
tel they hear in. the houſe of God may be recollected, 
5 better underſtood, and brought home to the heart; 
16 the ſtate of the church wears a dark and gloomy 
1 appearance. The glorious cauſe of the Redeemer 
1 05 | hath little to expect from thoſe profeſſors who neg- 


lect ſecret prayer ho unboſom not their whole 


. Ape cheat 2 
— 14 
4 5 4 

we a ——ä— — — 


= ſouls before God—and who wreſtle not with 


[ @ 3H 

Him, when no eye ſees them, for pardoning mercy, 
ſanctify ing grace, juſtifying righteouſneſs, and lar- 
ger communications of himſelf to their ſouls. At 

the cloſet door apoſtacy commonly begins; and 
I am firmly perſuaded that the attention that 
was paid to ſecret religious exerciſes was one grand 
reaſon why ſome paſt ages of the church out- 
ſhone the preſent. Since the church of God 
is compoſed of individuals, it is not to be ex- 
pected that it will rife and flouriſh until men are 
brought upon their knees before God in ſecret; 
and the cloſer becomes, what it was to our pious 
anceſtors, a favourite place. Oh! that our hearers 
_ univerſally knew what that ſoul loſes who cannot 
enjoy an hour alone! What is the company of 
the moſt inſtructive and engaging friend, that 
friend for whom one would almoſt dare to die, 

when compared with that of ones own ſoul, and 
His who died to fave it? There certainly is a 
far more intimate connexion between the private 
walk of the chriſtian, and the exemplarineſs and 
dignity of his life and deportment, than is general- 
ly ſuppoſed. From places where no eye ſaw, where 
no ear heard, iſſued thoſe great characters that ex- 
alted the chriſtian name, made head againſt, and 
aſtoniſned an oppoſing world, and to which we 
look up with reſpect and veneration. 
And there is another duty which hath been 
more than once touched upon in theſe ſolemn / 
ſervices, which, if profeſſors neglect, the Zion/ 
of God in Britain will lie in an unhappy condi- 
tion, and that is, Family Prayer. If they have 
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family mercies to acknowledge, and joint inter- 


eſts to repreſent before God —if praying families 
are more open to the influence of the love and 
grace of our heavenly Father than others—if 
thoſe daily favours that proceed from God in 


anſwer to prayer are always the ſweeteſt—if it 


is the honour and happineſs of a family to have 
God ſhine upon it, and dwell in the midſt of 
it—if thoſe families are not only the moſt pleaſ- 
ing to behold, but the happieſt upon earth, in 
which, as in the Temple, the morning and 
evening ſacrifice is offered up daily on the altar 
before God —if the good influence which family 
devotion is likely to have on thoſe who ſtand 


at the head of families, on the hearts of the 


riſing generation, and on the Redeemer's cauſe 
in the world, admits. of no debate —if the fa- 


mily altar hath been kept up by the wiſeſt. and 


the beſt in every paſt age—and if thoſe. in our 
own country. who made the nobleſt ſtand for the 
cauſe of Chrift, and who choſe to meet death in 
every dreadful form rather than deſert their prin- 
ciples, diſhonour . chriſtianity and give. up their 
hopes, were not only devour in ſecret, but called 
their families together . conſtantly as the day, and 
in their preſence read the ſcriptures, and ſpread 
their mercies, ſins, dangers and wants before God, 
and implored his compaſſion, grace, and guardian 
arm, with all the ſeriouſneſs and feryour of the 
ſoul; how much to be deplored muſt the ſtate 


of religion be in a country, or in a chriſtian ſociety, 


1 this great duty is neglected! We muſt 
conſider 


( 


conſider every houſe as falling if not fallen, where 
the family altar is in ruins. How ſhould children 
learn the importance of prayer, and of openly 
acknowledging that God, without whom they can- 
not be happy, ſafe, or even exiſt through a ſin- 
gle” day; and that Jeſus, whoſe mediation lies 


at the foundation of every hope a fallen crea- 


ture can indulge; if their parents, who may be 
eſteemed in the world, and whom they are taughr 
to regard and reyere, neglect both? If there be 
ſcarce" a parent in our aſſemblies but would, if 
dying, with that his children might never ſpend a 


ſingle day without prayer, why docs he not now ſet 


them an example? Suppoſe me at the head of 
a family which God protects by night, and makes 
happy by day, What can be more apparently 
fit and reaſonable than that I convene this family, 
and in the beſt manner J am able, pour out my 
ſoul in grateful praiſe, and fervent prayer? The 
neglect of this is one of the great crimes of the 


age a crime for which God ſeems now to be vi- 
ſiting ſome chriſtian ſocieties—and it contributes 


much more to lay religion waſte than men ſeem, 
in theſe times, to imagine. The neglect of that 


of which I am now ſpeaking, is itſelf a great 


breach in the walls of Zion: and it is not my 
opinion alone that many of thoſe altars muſt be 
repaired, that are now fallen into decay; many 
new ones erected ; and more conſcience made than 
now is of ſurrounding thoſe altars daily before 
n can be built. 


6 25 I ſhould 
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I ſhould not approve myſelf faithful to my Pi- 
vine Maſter, or be a friend of Zion, if I did not 
point out another duty, the neglect of which will 
always occaſion an unpromiſing and gloomy ap- 
pearance on the church of God, namely, a devout 
attendance on the Sacramental Supper. Although 


we hope and truſt there is a divine work in the 
ſouls of many who do not grant the Saviour his 


dying requeſt ; it is a diſheartening circumſtance 
when, out of a numerous congregation, a very 


| ſmall part only eat bread and drink wine in a be- 
lieving and affectionate remembrance of him who 


is the light of this dark, and the life of this dead 


world. When there is but here and there a gueſt 


when the table of Chriſt is ſpread, even whilſt the 
nature of the duty is well underſtood—the obliga- 
tions to it ſuch as none can diſpute—the ingrati- 
tude to Chriſt which attends the neglect of it, ſeen 
—and the many beneficial conſequences, through 
grace, ariſing from it acknowledged, Zion's walls 
are falling. If, whilſt the language of multitudes 


in this chriſtian country is “ I am not fit I do 


not ſee my way clear to the table of Chriſt—I 
* am apprehenſive I ſhould not be a welcome 


 * oveſt;” they do not, in their cloſets, confeſs 


an: bewail this, and daily and fervently. pray to 
God that he would embitter {in to them—increaſe 
their faith and love - ſanctify them more tho- 
roughly by his word and ſpirit enable them to 
withſtand temptation to whatever would be unbe- 
coming the moſt public profeſſion of regard for, and 
attachment to Chriſt and cauſe his banner over 

20 . them 


( #9 ) 
them to be love; the appearance of chings, ina 
_— view, | is an and * 


From this view of Zion Win in ruins, let 
me turn your thoughts to the 


II. Remark, namely, That to build up Zion i is 


the work and province of God. 

The infpired author of this Pſalm well knew 
that without God the breaches that had been 
made in Zion of old would never be repaired, and 
that, whatever thoſe ruins were in which ſhe . 
they would remain. 

And with reſpect to the church i God, it is a 
truth- that it never hath riſen, and that it never 
will riſe without Him—that without Him there 
will not be even a ſingle ſtone of the divine building 
laid in any heart. Neither the Prophets under 
the Jewiſh, nor the Apoſtles under the Chriſtian 
diſpenſation, expected any ſucceſs in the great 
work in which they were engaged, without God. 
MWe find them aſcribing to God, not only the ſuc- 
ceſs they met with, but the very concern they felt 
and the zeal they expreſt for the maintenance and 
increaſe of his glorious cauſe among fallen men. 
But before I enter on the diſcuſſion of this point, 
5 char to build up Zion is the work and province of 
God; let me ſhew in a few particulars when it is 
that Zion, or the church of God, may be ſaid to 
be built. Having placed Zion before you when 
ſhe is the triumph of her enemies, and the la- 
mentation of her friends, I would now preſent 
you with a more pleaſing object, Zion built 
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the cauſe of God and Chriſt flouriſhing among us. 
Oh! may God grant, and grant it ſpon, that the 
churches to which we reſpectively belong, may 
exemplify every article I am about to mention. 

When there were added to the church, under 
one fermon, not leſs than three thouſand ſouls (d); 
what a tranſporting proſpect muſt it open on the 
firſt preachers of the goſpel! This would encou- 
rage them in their work, and engage them to per- 
fiſt in proclaiming an incarnate, crucified, riſen, 
aſcended, and exalted Saviour, whatever oppoſi- 
tion they might meet with from the powers of 
earth or darkneſs. ; | a 

If, throughout this land, the ne with 
which the goſpel is attended was duly weighed — 
if mens belief of its truth and divine original, be- 
ſides being well founded, was ſtrong, inwrought— 


if they conſidered the goſpel as a meſſage from the 


great God addreſſed to them on affairs of infi- 
nite moment, and had conſtant recourſe to it as to 
the only infallible ſtandard of doctrine, diſcipline 
and practice; a pleaſing proſpect would open upon 
us. When a certain energy attends the word 


when, beſides being heard, underſtood and believ- 


ed, it is brought home to the heart, its power ge- 
nerally felt, and it becomes a ſharp two-edged 


ſword in the Saviour's hand; ſeparating between 
finners and their ſins, and every falſe deluſive and 
dangerous dependance ; there is a ſure and happy 


proof that God is building Zion. When the walls 

of Zion are riling, thoſe repreſentations which the 

goſpel gives of the world in. general, and of hu- 
man 
(4) Acts iii. 41. - 


(353 
man nature in particular, will affect the ſoul. 
convictions of fin and danger will be ſtrong, lively 
and permanent—the proviſion which the goſpel 
makes for ruined creatures will be received with 
the utmoſt cordiality—the Saviour will be regard- 
ed in every view in which he is propoſed, and 
embraced under every character he ſuſtaing—a 
new nature will be introduced into ſouls—a divine 
life will be begun, and the paſſions, affections, 
and powers of men will be ſanctified, placed on 
their moſt proper objects, and directed to the nobleſt 
ends that creatures can purſue. The Zion of 
God is compoſed of living ſtones, which the un- 
converted are not. When our churches riſe and 
flouriſh, this will be the enquiry of the Young, 
% How may we eſcape the wrath to come? To 
<« whom muſt we go that our guilt may be re- 


moved, our nature renewed, the work of grace 


and piety advanced, our perſons juſtified, and 
« our ſouls ſaved? How may our father's God 
become our God, and we brought into, and 
„ kept in, that covenant relation to Jehovah in 
« which the higheſt honour, dignity, and happi- 
* neſs of our fouls conſift ?” If there was a pre- 
vailing concern about the things of Chriſt—if the 
genuine marks of a ſound converſion were every 
- where conſpicuous—and if the grand object of 
the purſuit of Britons was that they might be 
built upon, and built up in Chriſt, we might ſay, 
in the language of the Pſalmiſt, that © the time 
* to favour Zion, yea, the ſet time is come.“ 
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| ( 26 ) 
Wen the breaches in Zion are repaired, thoſe 
who are converted will ſtand faſt in the faith, and 
recommend, adorn, and dignify their profeſſion. 
They will be inclined and enabled to build upon 
the foundation which . grace lays in the ſoul, 
When Zion is built, thoſe who belong to Chriſt 
will ſee and feel it to be their intereſt and duty to 
keep cloſe to him, to ſtand firm amidſt all the aſ- 
faults of the world and ſatan, and to follow Chriſt 
with undiminiſhed zeal. If we, as a profeſſing 
people, oppoſe the entrance of every thing that is 
counter to the goſpel—eſteem the enemies of the 
Redeemer our enemies, and go out againſt them 
« ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power of his 
« might if our firſt and prevailing concern is 
that we may wear the Saviour's image now, and 
be clothed with his righteouſneſs for ever—and if 
this is apparent from our conduct and purſuit, 
that we had rather loſe every thing than Chriſt 
and ſalvation ; we are living ſtones, and God is 
building up Zion among us. When faith gains 
freſh ſtrength, and ſin and ſatan loſe ground, in 
the hearts and lives of men; and when thoſe who 
name the name of Chriſt are formed into the mould 
of the goſpel, breathe its genuine ſpirit, experi- 
ence the growth of an heavenly temper, and have 
love to God and the Redeemer as a lively and go- 
verning principle in their ſouls; Zion's walls are 
tiſing. The church is in its proſperous ſtate, 
when thoſe who belong to it ſpeak and act for 
Chriſt recommend the goſpel by the ſilent yet 


forcible eloquence of a pious deportment—and 
this 


(„ 


this is become the habitual language of ſouls, thay 
<« I never diſgrace my chriſtian profęſſion may I 
* hold up my Saviour and his religion to view in 
the moſt engaging point of light—may Chriſt, his 
* oraces, and ſalvation, become more precious to 
% my foul every day I ſpend—and may it appear in 
me, that it is chriſtianity communicates the chief 
« excellence and dignity to human nature and to 
human life,” When Zion is built in any place 


religion will be kept up in ſouls, and that flame e 


that is kindled by the breath of God will never 
be extinguiſhed. There will be no forſaking the 
temple of God. Sabbaths will be kept as our 

pious fathers kept them. Good impreſſions that 
may be made, will, through grace, be perpetua- 
ted]; every holy reſolution will be ſtrengthened; 
and every ſpark of love and devotion cheriſhed 


that may riſe in the ſoul. Thoſe houſes that are 


built for God will be full crouds will attend the 
table of Chriſt and welcome the morning of thoſe 
days with peculiar pleaſure on which they are 


called to do public honour to God, and to avow 


their love and allegiance to him who lived, ex- 
pired, and is interceding for them. Holy fire will 
be brought from the houſe of God into the houſes 
and cloſets of believers z and none of thoſe excuſes 
which many now plead, of engagements, buſineſs 
or pleaſure, to juſtify their omiſſion of family and 
ſecret devotion, will be either admitted or thought 
on. When Zion is built, the great and leading 
queſtion wilt be * what do I owe to God, to others 
and myſelf? What does my God and Saviour 


= „ 


: = — re Frere © - — : — 8 — . | 
He . — - - \ 22 — — . . — — — 2 — 4 s PIES p * — —— 3 — —— — a ** N 9 
4 - g es La Sets Sa þ — 2 0 1 * _ we 8 — — e — — — — 5 — CAS "lt Dt 4 * = \ 
pe. . X . way 4 , 1 1 2 ” * —_ „ — FR . _ — 3 — 4 Ga - r 4 8 
* * — Bay r 7 D 2 — 7 - . e 
* 5 » BY & * IC 2 es 0 _ i N — 7 n 1 d © ” Wa p 23 r by - , . 
* £ pul 8 <> * n pl — * = "I 2 4 3 4 3 - »» 46: is _—_— RE — 4 & 8222 . 4 — 8 —_ __ N my * * » —_— Rey — = 
4 24 1 IN C, . — . : i 2 — 22 1 8 - 4 4 0 — LES - 5 * 5 : 8 * 1 b dQ. I x : >. 
— * * r = "2 15 <<: 9 N EY — my k . 7 Rs 72 + 1 ** * n +5 5 — „ PE 3 F PER . dE Aran * * 
— — — , w S we 22 „ % $"om SB os 6 223 2 5 Net ps. 6. a = — Sh. a. VE 2 2 N 2 ==: . "IR... x "NT" - ** 
4 


( mu ) 


« expect, and what ſhall I wiſb to have done, 
or been, when I ſhall ſtand with the nn 
© world before the judgment ſeat ?” ö 

When Zion is built, Chriſt will be received as 
the only Saviour, King and Head. As there is 
« ſalvation in no other—as there is none other 


« name given under heaven, among men, whereby 


* we muſt be ſaved (e) —as he 1s the way, the 
ce truth and the life as no man cometh to the 


4 Father but by him (F as the language of Je- 


* hovah is, behold I lay in Zion for a founda- 


& tion, a ſtone, a tried ſtone, a precious corner 
* ſtone, a ſure foundation, (and as other 
% foundation can no man lay than that is laid, 
&« which is Jeſus Chriſt (4) ;” whatever building 
is raiſed, it is no building of God, no part of 
Zion, if it 1s not built upon Him. - When the 
cauſe of Chriſt ſhall have its great and ſignal tri- 
umph, ſouls will repair to the Son of God to be 
taught, ruled and ſaved—what he enjoins will be 
univerſally binding upon conſcience—and pardon, 
grace, and falvajion will be ſought as flowing from 
rhe ſovereign grace of God through the channel of 
the Redeemer's ſufferings, death and mediation. 
They will. build on a goſpel foundation, and after 
the goſpel plan; for they will ſee fin and them- 
ſelves as he repreſents both—they will conſider _ 
Chriſt as ſtanding in the ſinner's room and ſtead ; 
his death as a propitiatory ſacrifice; and his merit 
and righteouſneſs as the ground of their juſtifica- 
tion. They will go to Chriſt—they will receive 

, x him 

(e) Acts iv. 12. (F) John xiv. 6. 
(e) Iſaiah xxviii. 16. () 1 Cor. iii. 2. 


| ( 19.) 
him with heart-felt gratitude and pleaſure—place 
their dependance upon him—ſcek pardon, juſtifi- 


cation and life in and through him—and aſk it of 


God, with all poſſible fervour, that he would 
form in them the Saviour's ſpirit, and render their 
lives ſcenes of devotedneſs to him. It is not a 
crowd that makes a church of Chriſt. Such, 
and ſuch only, conſtitute it who have been acought 


to him in cha way of faith and repentance, who 


are determined, in divine ſtrength, to main- 
tain their allegiance to him as ſole King and Head, 
and whoſe prevailing wiſh and fervent prayer is 
that they may be a ſweet favour in Chriſt, and 
ſtand among men the monuments of his grace, and 
the ornament and glory of the chriſtian name. 
When Zion is built that prophecy will be fulfilled, 
« in that day ſhall there be one Lord, and his 
name one (i):“ and this will be the language of 
millions, <* unto him that loved us, and waſhed us 
<« from our ſins in his own blood, and hath made 
e us kings and prieſts unto God and his Father, to 
ce him be glory and dominion for ever and ever( t). 2 
When Zion is built thoſe who compoſe it will 
be held together by the ties of love. By this,” 
ſays Chriſt, © ſhall all men know that ye are 
« my diſciples, if ye have love one to another(/).” 
Such a ſtreſs does the Saviour lay on mutual love, 
and a warm and ſteady attachment between the 
members of his church, that it is his dying ad- 
vice that they ſhould ** abide together in him;“ 
and one great Im of his prayer to his heaven- 
D 2 - 


(% Zech. xiv. 9. (4) Rev. i. 5, 6. (/) John xiii. 35. 
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K 20 5 
by. Father was that “ they all might be one, as 4 1 


Father was in him, and he in the Father, and 


+. that they might be one in them (n), Believers, 
having the ſame obſtacles to ſurmount the ſame 
enemies to encounter the ſame covenant relation 
to God and Chriſt the ſame privileges, graces, 
hopes, and proſpects and being on their way to 
the ſame glorious ſtate, where they expect to be 
partakers of the ſame inheritance, to inhabit one 


| houſe, and conſtitute one happy family for ever; 


mutual forbearance, gentleneſs of manners, and a 
conſtant and unaffected concern to promote each 
others intereſt and happineſs, ſnould, and will, diſ- 
tinguiſh them from the reſt of the world, Where 
the goſpel. comes with power, and the Saviour's - 
image is really formed in the heart, there will be 


a tender concern for the good of others, eſpecially 


of thoſe who belong to the houſhold of faith.“ 
If faith does not work in this way, it is not that 


divine principle on which ſo. much ſtreſs is laid 


in the word of God, The firſt converts to chriſ- 
tianity conſidered themſelves. as the ſeveral parts 


of the ſame body, the head, the life and ſtrength of 


which was Chriſt. They were united, had one heart, 


and this was a part of the grand ſecret of that noble 


firmneſs they exemplified, and the brave oppoſition 
they made againſt the efforts of a world in arms, 
Doth not hiſtory record inſtances in which a few, 
whoſe hands and hearts were one, have routed vaſt 
armies, depoſed great kings, and overrun the largeſt 
__ that ever r ſubliſtcd ? My brethren ! our 

| ſtrength 


( * XVII. 21. 
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rengeh conſiſts in a ſteady attachment to each 


other, and to that Jeſus, who as a captain, wiſe 


and faithful, generous and mighty, leads on his 
favourite band, through an oppoſing, dangerous 


and wondering world, to a kingdom and a crown. 


It is one of the things to be wept over, in this age, 


that the hearts of believers are not drawn ſo cloſe 
to each other, or united in intereſt and affection, as 
they formerly were. The beſt friends of our glo- 
rious cauſe ſee and lament that the bonds of our 
union are weakened, and that we do neither love as 
& brethren with a pure heart fervently,” nor feel, 
as we ought, our obligation to bear one another's 
burdens, ſympathize with each other in affliction, 


counſel in difficultics, and, to the utmoſt of our 


power, promote each other's temporal and eternal 
good. With all our public benevolence, we are 
defective in that chriſtian love and charity which 


would lead us to ſerious, inſtructive, and pious 


converſe when we. meet; to unboſom our hearts 
for mutual edification, encouragement and com- 
fort; and to pour out our ſouls in fervent prayer 
to God on each other's behalf. Oh l that every 
heaven · born ſpirit would emulate heaven in this 
grace of love! If we wiſh to ſee Zion built a- 
round us, let us both cultivate and expreſs it in 


unremitted endeavours to ſtrengthen one another's 


hands, encourage one another's heart, lighten the 
_ burdens of our fellow-chriſtians, and help them 
forward on their way to glory. ln thoſe times 


when the goſpel gained the moſt ſignal triumphs, 


this was the rematk, See how 8 chriſtians love 
one 
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one another : and when our churches flouriſh, and 
Zion is built, the ſame remark will be. made. 
Then © Ephraim ſhall not envy Judah, Judah 
„ ſhall not vex Ephraim ; ;” but that love which 
is of heavenly origin, characteriſtic of a diſcipleſhip 
to Chriſt, and the ſource of more happineſs than I 
can paint; will poſſeſs and warm every heliever's 
heart; and bind the members of families, churches, 
and the chriſtian world together.” Should any 
feeds of diſſention then be ſown, the fame ſpi- 
rit will prevail as dictated that addreſs of Abra- 
ham to Lot, * let there be no ſtrife between thee 
* and me; between thy herdſmen and my herdſ- 
* men; for we are brethren ().“ When that 
happy age that awaits the church is come, no hard 
thoughts, no dark or groundleſs ſuſpicions will be 
indulged ; and no tender minds will be wounded, 
pious hearts broken, or chriſtian ſocieties rent in 
pieces by the unbrotherly, unchriſtian conduct of 
any. Then will thoſe who belong to Chriſt emi- 
nently ſpeak the language and breathe the ſpirit 
they learn of him; and chriſtian love and affection 
will be their governing principle in ſocial life, in 
their church-relation, and mark their whole de- 
portment. Oh! that we may be able to trace the 
growth and prevalence of this grace, which is the 
bond of union among believers, the cement of pi- 
ous fpirits, and which hath the moſt favourable 
aſpeQ on the growth and proſperity of churches! © 
| When Zion is built, the ſtate of things will be 
A ſuch as to promiſe ſtability. The foundation on 
| which 


(2) Gen. xiii. 8. 


SE. 0. 
which profeſſors will then build will be laid low 
laid with care—and the ſtructure will riſe firm and 
ſtrong. They. will ſtand prepared for every at- 
tack. Inſtead of being the ſport of Juſt and pal. 
ſion . toſſed about with every wind of doctrine; 


inconſtant and wavering in their principles, regards 
and profeſſion; they will hold faſt the truth as it 


is in Jeſus; never relax in their purſuit of goſ- 
pel bleſſings: but keep cloſe to Chriſt at all events, 
and reſolve, i in the ſtrength of cheir God, to ave 
and die his diſciples. | | 
And I muſt alſo remark, that when Zion is 
built, the preſence of God will be eminently in it. 
The melancholy words, © here God once dwelt” 
which is all that can nowibe ſaid of many a place, 
will not be uſed within her walls. Where numbers, 


once dead in ſin, are made alive by the word and 


grace of Chriſt here thoſe who are awakened 
and converted, ſtand faſt in their faith and adorn 
their . profeſſion—and, whilſt they conſtitute à 


church, are held together by the bonds of love; 


God does reveal and manifeſt himſelf; and the lan- 
guage of the church of old may be adopted,“ thou, 


« Lord, art in the midſt of us—and we are called 


&* by thy name—leave us not (o). The Pſalmiſt 
ſpeaking of the city of God, ſays God is in the 
* midlt of her; ſhe ſhall not be moved (p).” And 


the great God himſelf ſpeaking of Jeruſalem in re- 


ference to an happy period approaching, ſays | 


* For I will be unto her a wall of fire round about, 
„and will be the glory in the midſt. of her (q).” 
| If 


(4 115 xiv.g. (5) Pfal. xlvi.g. (7) Zech. ii. 5. 
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If there be any thing on this low earth on which 
Jehovah looks down from heaven with pleaſure, 


it is the man who hath received Chriſt into his 
inmoſt ſoul, and who, ever true to his principles, 
ſtands his ground amidſt all oppoſition, and gives 
daily proof that the bonds ſubſiſting between him 
and his Redeemer are ſuch as nothing can break. 
That the Father's guiding, protecting, ſupporting, 
cheering preſence will ever attend a believing pious 
people, is what we have abundant reaſon from his 
own word to expect: and, oh! if religion was but 


alive in the ſouls of Britons if that foundation 


which Divine grace lays was laid in every heart, 
and built upon daily - and the holy fire of love and 
devotion burnt in every breaſt; we ſhould find 
chat God was in the midſt of us of a truth. 


From this view of Zion, when her walls are 
« ſalvation and her gates praiſe, and ſhe the joy 
* of the whole earth;ꝰ let me turn your thoughts 
to this great truth, namely, that whenever, or 
wherever, this is the ſtate of Zion, it is the Lord's 
work. . 
That it is the province of [Soha to build up 
Zion may be learnt 
1. From bis own word, which is the higheſt aus 


thority. 
It is its uniform language that the wiſe and gra- 


cious plan was his, and that to him belonged the 


execution of it in all its various parts. The glo- 
Tious ſcheme which the goſpel unfolds the pro- 
pagation 


ö | ( 25 ) . 


pagation of he goſpel among Jews and Gentiles— 
and its eſtabliſhment and ſubſiſtence in this guilty 
world ; are aſcribed to the grace and power of God. 
Every triumph the goſpel hath had in raiſing the dead 
in ſin, evangelizing the legal, drawing the image 
of Chriſt upon ſouls, and edifying believers ; 1s 
ſpoken of in the word of truth as his work. In 
what a ruinous ſtate would this world have lain 
and what, O believer, would the ſtare of thy toul 
have been this moment—if the mercy and grace of 
an offended God had not ſtood forth in the perſon 
of his own Son ? I appeal to thole preſent, who 
are converſant with the holy ſcriptures, whether this 
is not their language that believers in whatever age 
or place they live, are the birth of his eternal coun- 
ſe], the purchaſe of his Son's blood; and that to 
him it is owing that there is a ſingle church, or 
even a believer upon earth. | 
The agency of the Spirit of God for moral 1 
divine purpoſes was an eſſential part of that plan 
that was concerted in heaven, and made known to 
us in the goſpel, and in the experience of the pious. 
| Beſides thoſe miraculous gifts (to which ſome would 
confine the Spirit's operation) he attended the 
preaching of the apoſtles—wrought deep conviction 
of the truth and importance of the goſpel on the 
hearts of men- and formed thoſe great and illuſ- 
trious characters which are on record as examples 
for our imitation, and ſtriking monuments of that 
happy change which the Solpel, when, in 11 
hands, can produce, 
140 Pſalmiſt, cxvii. PC. 3 the dene af 
- crihes the * of Jeruſalem, the gathering to- 
5 | - gether 
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gether the outcaſts of Iſrae), the healing the broken 
in heart, and the binding up- their wounds; to 
the ſame glorious being who * tells the num- 
ee ber of the ſtars and calleth them all by their 
© names.” And the language of God himſelf by 
the Prophet Ezekiel is this: Then will! ſprinkle 
& clean water upon you, and ye ſhall be clean. A 
« new heart alſo will I give you, and a new ſpirit will 
« put within you: and I will take away the ſtony 
« heart out of your fleſh, and give you a heart of 
4c fleſh, And ] will put my ſpirit within you, and 
<« cauſe you to walk in my ſtatutes, and ye ſhall 
* keep my judgments and do them ( 5 ).” In the 
ſame chapter He ſays, © Then the heathen that are 
« left around you ſhall know that I the Lord build 
« the ruined places, and plant that that was deſo- 


late. I the Lord have ſpoken it, and I will do 


eit (g).“ When Peter in anſwer to our Lord's 
queſtion ſaid Thou art Chriſt the Son of the 


« living God,” Jeſus replied, © Bleſſed art thou 
6c Simen Barjona, for fleſh and blood harh not re- 


« vealed it unto thee ; but my Father who is in 


“ heaven (%),* The apoftles, after the example 


of their divine Maſter, aſcribed that energy and 


Power which attended their preaching, and that 


ſurprizing change it wrought, to the agency of the 


Spirit. Paul ſpeaking of believers fays, * For 
* weare his workmanſhip, created in Chtift Jefus 


& unto good works (x).“ Whatever the Corin- 
thians had been in their unconverted ſtare, he ſays, 


But ye are waſned; oe.” une ee. 
| 2264 4 veg but 


(5) Ezek. xxxvi. OY 28. "a 3+ -- 
(z) Matt. xvi. 16, 17. (x) Eph. ii. 10. 


(22 ) 
<« bub ye ate juſtified in the name of the Lord 
6 Jeſus and by che Spirit of our God (y).“ In 


anothen place he ſays, For wer are labourers to- 
* gether with God: ye are God's: huſbandry; ye 
e are God's building (z).“ From theſe few paſ- 


ſages it muſt appear that we can have no well 


gtounded expectation that Zion will be built, or 
that our reſpec̃t ive churches will louriſh, without 


the power and grace of God. If the goſpel, my 
Friends!] is not a ſealed book to you—if you enter 
into- its deſign and ſpirit; experience its power to 
ſearch, alarm, convince, allure, ſanctify, and ſave 
the ſoul; and are the epiſtles of Chriſt written 
not with ink, but with the Spirit of the living! 
© God;” bow dafly at the feet of that God with 
all the” Harten. and love the human Hoare: can 
feel. 
2. Ihe attend to the Building irſelf, it moſt 
appear whoſe work and province it is to raiſe it. 
The ſun, moon, and ſtars, however: they may 
ſtrike the eye, are far leſs glorious than the church 
of God. It hath every mark and character of a di- 
vine hand, and is (hat mere material ſyſtems cannot 


1 be) a diſplay of every perfection of God. There is 


nothing we behold which, if attentively confidered, 
looks ſo much like a Work of God as the raiſing a 
church! in this fallen world, or the beginning and 
progreſs of virtüe ald piety in the human heart. 
Take a believer attend him from his firſt con- 


victions of ſin and danger from that hour in 


which his —_— was help, Lord! 1 periſn— 
3 W. until 


(») 4 Cor. vi. 2. (z) 1 Cor. iii. 9. 
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vntil he rife to the realms of glory. Is it to be 


ſuppoſed that ſuch a change as that muſt be in 


which regeneration | conſiſts, would take place; 


ſavage natures become humane, gentle, lovely; 


the ſcourges of mankind, become their. greateſt - 


bleſſing ; and a feeble ſaint, amidſt unnumbered 
enemies, difficulties, and dangers, make his way. 
to heaven; without the guiding, ſtrengthening, 
and protecting arm of God? When 1 conſider. 
what the chriſtian is, the principles by which; he is 
actuated, the ſpirit he poſſcſſes, the attainments 
he makes, the calm fortitude and dignity with 
which he meets affliction and death, and that unpa-- 
ralleled heroiſm which multitudes have diſplayed: 
in perſecuting times; I can be at no loſs to know, 
independent of the word of God, whoſe work and 
province it muſt be to build up Zion at large, the 
church in Britain, or thoſe chriſtian ſocieties to 
which we belong. 
And I might direct your attention 
3. To the Materials of which Zion is compoſed. 
What were the ruins in which Jeruſalem was 
laid by the Aſſyrian or Roman armies, when com- 
pared with the ſtate of the moral world by apoſta- 
cy and guilt? When we conſider the blindneſs of 
men, the hardneſs of the human heart, the very af- 
fecting contrariety there is in us to the holy na- 
ture and righteous law of God, the ſtate of things 


in the world in a religious view when the Saviour 


appeared, and what is the real Rate of the uncon- 
verted j in theſe times; docs it not appear hat the 


grace and power of God are requiſite to raiſe a 
church 


(1292) 


church out of ſuch materials! ? If 1, l, who was once g 


in the way to deſtruction, am now in the path of 
life—if my heart i is become ſenſible, tender, and 
alive to every pious impreſſion—if heaven and 
glory are begun within me, and 1 am daily pre- 
paring for them; I would, conſtant as the day, 
aſcribe it to God. Every individual in the church of 
God may, and will adopt oe apoltle's $ language, 
« by grace I am what Jam.“ 
To build up Zion is, then, the province of 
Jehovah. 8 

But I muſt drop in this place one hint of caution, 
namely, that God's working ſhould not exclude 


our endeavours. Although the Lord ſpeaks of 


himſelf as building Jeruſalem of old, we are in- 
formed that the prieſts laid the foundation, and 
that the people had their reſpective parts of the 
wall to repair; and that ſome, on account of the 


ſituation of their houſes, repaired thoſe parts of the 


wall which were over againſt them (2). Perſons 
in every ſtation have ſomething to do; which if 
not done, there is no feaſon to believe chat godli- 
| neſs will fAquriſh i in x churches, families, or in the 


Hs: Kant 5 1 hearts 


(a) Henry. 60 of ſome f it is ſaid, ** they repaired over. 
ec againſt. their own houſes, Neh. iii. 10, 23. 28, 29. and of 
5 one, who it is likely was only a lodget, that he repaired 
c gver againſt bis chamber, ver. 30, When a general good 
ce work is to be done each ſhould apply themſelves to that 
« part of it that falls neareſt them, and within their reach, 
5. if every one will ſweep before his own door, the ſtreet will 
« be clean; if evety one will mend one we ſhall be all mend- 
« ed. If he who hath but a chamber, will repair before 

„„ that, he does his part.” 
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hearts of individuals. It is. At, more plain from 
the inſpired word, whoſe. provinceritiis, to build.yp., 
Zion, than, that; God, expects and, requires: that 
we be foungq in the uſe of means,;.. The language 
of exery real. convert will he.. Lord, what wilt, 
thou have mg to dg? The f agency of God, for- 


moral and div vine purpoſes is ſo far from being; A, 


reaſon why we we ſhould not exert, qur ſelxes, that i 


is the greateſt encouragement, and, maſt. cogent. 


motive we knaw. If 1 haye,not-a a hebe to atfepd 


where the word of God is preached ; to reag it cor; 


myſelt;. and to beg. of. God that he would. carry on 


in my. ſoul the work of faith, with, power.; L have 


not one Kone. of; the. divine mulding, laid ibn 
INC. DIO 10 
To build Zion ig not only, I work and. province: 


545 


7 2 181171 


II. It is a work in which He will certainly, 
engage. 5 

My text expreſſes a.pleafing. perſuaſion, of, this. 
with reſpect to Zion of old. Bleſſed. be God that 
his church in Britain is not a heap of ruins), ihe, 
tabernacle of God is yet among us, and incenſe 


does ſtill aſcend from many a heart. There are, 


I truſt, many ſeven thouſands in our Britiſh Iſrael, 

who have not bowed the knee unto Baal. Though 
there i is reaſon to lament that many. breaches. are. 
made, that there are many. waſte places among 
us, and that the love of profeſſors waxes cold; 
there are monuments ſtill of the grace and power 


of Godz and I e. you, my. Reverend, 


Fathgrs 


— 2 5s 3 
„ + F 


. 


s 
Fathers and Brethren, that your mipiſtty is not 
without | its ſeals, | 
But a brighter and more glonoue day than ever 
hath been ſeen, does yet await the church of God. 
From the perfections of Jehovah—from the per- 
ſonal dignity and glory of the Redeemer, the 
ſcenes he paſſed through; and the characters he 
now ſuſtains—from the preparation that was made 
for his appearing among men—from Chriſtianity's 
having nothing of a local nature, but being equal- 
ly ſuited to the ſtate and condition of all who in- 
habit this wide 'world—and alfo from the circutn- 
ſtance of the goſpel's having Rood the teſt of the 
ſtricteſt enquiry for more than ſeventeen hundred 
years, and the ſtrongeſt objections that have been 
made to ir only ſerving to clear and illuftrare its 
evidence; it appears exceedingly probable that the 
kingdom of Chriſt will more fully come, and his 
religion have a mare ſplendid and glorious triumph. 
But the main piltar of our hope with reſpect to 
this delightful ſubject are the promiſes and decla- 
rations of Him to whom nothing is impoſſible. 
* Afk of me,” ſays God to his Son, „and I will 
57 give thee the heathen for thine inheritance, and 
56 the uttermoſt parts of the earth for thy poſſeſſi- 
Mo, on(b).” Iris foretold by the Prophet Haiah that 
© the earth ſhall be full of the knowledge of the 
235 Lord as the waters cover the ſea (c).“ The lan- 
guage of David to his God was © all nations which 
45 thou haſt made ſhall come and worſhip before 
175 thee, and ſhall glorify thy name (6). In the 
| book 


| (3) Pſalm ii. g. el (e) Iſaiah xi. 9. 4 (a) Pſalm 1 9. 
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n of Daniel it is foretold 6 hs ct Saints of 


* the moſt High ſhall take the kingdom and poſ-. 
* ſeſs the kingdom for ever, even for ever and 
t ever (e).“ And God himſelf ſays, © from the 
ct riſing of the ſun even to the going down of the 


« ſame my name ſhall be great among the Gen- 


tiles; and in every place incenſe ſhall be offered 
* ta me, and a pure offering, and my name ſhall 
ebe great among the Heathen (J). On the truth 
and faithfulneſs of God to his word and promiſe 
we ground our hope and belief that religion will 


have a revival, our churches be- increaſed, the 
boundaries of the Redeemer's kingdom enlarged, 


the goſpel riſe ſuperior to all oppoſition, this world 
be as one vaſt temple, and the Saviour have diſci- 
ples and Jehovah worſhippers in every country. 
We know not when the * ſet time to favour Zion" | 
will come, This article, like many others, is a 
ſecret ſtill 1 in the counſels of Jehovah : but that a 
time is ſet, and that it will arrive, muſt be admit- 
ted, for we have the authority of God himſelf, |: 


When that time is come towards which we now 
Jook with pleaſing hope—when our churches ſhall 
flouriſh, the Zion of God in Britain be built, and 
the religion of the goſpe! become the religion of 
the world, then 

IV. The Lord will appear i in is glory. 0 When 
de the Lord, &c.” | 


T here 1s not a creature in the intellectual, ani- 


| mal, vegetable, foſſil, or mineral kingdoms, or in 


the 
(e) Ch. vii. 18, . (I] Mal, i. 2. CG Fin 


[ 899 
te whole compaſs of being, but reflects, ſome way 
or other, the glory of God. All his works praiſe 
Him in every period of his teign, and in every 
patt of his vaſt dominions. The more minutely 
we examine them the more tracts of wiſdom and 
power ſhall we diſcern, and the higher will our ad- 
miration riſe. Hut there is nothing we know of 
can reflect ſo much glory on God as his interpo- 
ſition by his Son for the ſalvation of fallen creatures, 
the raiſing the dead in ſin to newneſs of life, and 
forming them to a growing meetneſs for engaging 
in the employ, and reliſhihg the bliſs of heaven. 
Where is that human or angelic mind that hath any 
conception how the perfections of Jehovah could 
have been diſplayed in ſo ſtriking a manner as in 
the goſpel diſpenſation, in the perſons'of the Re- 
deemer and the redeemed ; and as they will be 
wheh prophecy ſhall becothe hiſtory, and the 
boundaries of Zion and the world be the ſame ? 
Here infinite honout is done to the law and go- 
vernment of God; and thoſe moral perfections, of 
the divine nature, which all the material ſyſtems in 
the univerſe could not diſplay, harmonize, and 
ſhine with inexpreſſible luſtre. What is that attri- 
bute, of which we can form any idea, which is 
not glorificd when ſinners are ſtopt in their dreadful 
career, the captive ſlaves of fin releafed, churches 
raiſed and brought into a flouriſhing ſtate, and 
every kingdom in this fallen world become a place 
of education for heaven? The Redeemer's inter- 
eſt and kingdom are the prime work of God, the 
Joy of the whole earth, that for which the world 
does now ſubſiſt, and which will ſurvive its fiery 
”P dcom. 
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om! Where they are eſtabliſhed and flouriſh, 
what is moſt dreadful i in the curſe is known no more, 
the loſt dignity of man is reſtored, and whilſt para- 
diſe ſprings afreſh the God and Father of Jeſus i is ex- 
alted. Every believer is a monument raiſed to the 
glory of God ; and every victory | 


the goſpel gains 
is a diſplay of thoſe very pertef feed Ta Me his 
greateſt glory conſiſts. 

When faith and piety prevail among n men, the 
Lord will appear in the glory of his V dom. This 
perfection ſhines whenever a ſingle ſoul is convert- 
ed: how much more when the queſtion ſhall be 
© who are theſe that fly as a cloud, and as doves 
< to their windows (20307 and when the glorious 
fruits and effects of the Redeemer's undertaking, 
death and interceſſion ſhall be abundantly. viſible ! 
On the arrival of that bright day, for the dawn 
of which we look with hope and pleaſure, when 
goſpel truth ſhall meet with a ready reception into 
the very hearts of men—when He © who is the 


« power of God and the wiſdom of God (b)” 


ſhall become dear to the underſtanding and affec- 
tion of myriads—and nothing be more evident 
than that the deſign and tendency of the chriſtian 


diſpenſation is to reinſtate man in that in which his 


ſafety, dignity and happineſs conſiſt, without the 
leaſt violence being offered to the juſtice and hoii- 


neſs of God ; the divine wiſdom will not only be 


conſpicuous, but become the admiration of men. 
Whatever opinion may now be formed by ſome of 
the way revealed in the goſpel in which «* God may 
« be juſt, and the juſtifier of him who believes in 


3 Jeſus;“ 
(es) Iaiah Ix. 8. 00 1 Cor. i. 24. 


; * * \ 


« Jeſus zo when Zion is built tie united language 
of its citizens will be that of the * Apoſtle . Oh 


« the depth of the riches Both of the w wi viſdom and 


* 
210 29 


1 knowledge of God (i): Pe, 
When Zion is built in Ty world a at age, or in 


any particulat place, the Lotd will : appear in the 
glory of his Pewtr:” The ferious ald truly en- 
lightened fot will be mere ſerück Nt the power 
that ſaves, than with that which r akes a world. 


What diſplay can there be of this A vine attributs 


at once fo hetiourable t&' God" and happy to man 2 
e quickening the dead.” in treſpaliſes and fins ; 
cauſing the blind to fee, k the" 29 Þ: 2 to hear, the in- 
{-ntb1e to feel, and changing the corrupt and fin- 
ful bias of the human heart? Every conqueſt the 
goſpel makes, in whatever age or place, reflects 
4 glory. on divine] power x ; for the 5 goſpel | is the 
ce power of God unto ſalvation t to every one that 
believes, to the Jew firſt, and alſo to the Gen- 
44 tile (. ” By what are believers ſtrengthened 
for duty, raiſed hen fallen, protected from their 
nurherous and formidable eri, and . kept 
through faith unto ſalvation;“ but by his ** A13 
66 mighty power“ exetted in a way fuited to the na- 


fure or man as free and intelligent! = Whenever the 


revival of religion | is ſignal, batt churches flouriſh, 
the eyes of wen's udaltftendidg being colighten- 
2 ed, they will know, not only what 1s the hope 
* of his calling, and what the riches of the glory 
60 of his inheritance 1 in the ſaints; but what E the 
« exceeding greatneſs of his power toward them 


* who believe (0. 


F 2 1 £417 een 
() Rom, xi. 33. (4) Rom. i, 16. (1) Eph i. 18, 19. 
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(36) 


When Zion 1s built God will appear in the glo- 

ry of his Grace and Love. The kindneſs of God 
who 4 be Maker, Preſerver and Benefac- 
tor from his heart and thoughts. On a ſurvey of 
the worlds of nature and providence it is difficult to 
determine which perfection God bath Moſt diſplay- 
ed, whether his wiſdom, power, or ki indneſs. But 
there i is a world which is eminently; the world of 
grace—a world in which that is diſplayed which i is 
moſt intereſting to guilty creatures, and expreſt | in 
ſcripture by every name that is moſt intimate to 
man, and dear to the human heart, The“ grace 
«* of God” is ſpoken of as that · which bringeth 


$8" 


„ ſalvation( m). The goſpel is ſtyled . the goſ- 


ce pel of the grace of God ():“ and believers are 
ſaid to be © to the praiſe of the glory of his grace 
“ wherein he hath made them accepted in the be- 
“loved (o).“ The grace and love of God in Chriſt 


lie at the foundation of our hopes, and appear and 


ſhine in every part of the work of man's redemp- 


tion. I have no conception how they could be diſ- 


played in ſo aſtoniſping a manner as in the perſon 
and undertaking of the Redeemer. An individual 
convert is A diſplay of the grace of God. Think, 
then, of a church built up—of the places where 
we worſhip crouded with ſuch as have © been 
brought out of darkneſs into marvelous light”— 
and of the redeemed being a multitude © out of 
*« every kindred and tongue and people and na- 
tion.“ How illuſtrious will the grace of God 
| then 


(m) Tit. ii, 2. (#) Acts. xx. 24. (e) Eph. i. 16. 


n 

then appear: that grace in which (as we learn from 
his language to Moſes) (p) his greateſt glory con- 
fiſts! Great God! haſten this long wiſhed- for pe- 


riod for the glory of thy grace as well as the happi- 
neſs of thy creature man]! I ſhall only add, that 


When the Lord ſhall build up Zion he will ap- 
pear in the glory of his Truth and Faithfulneſs, 
When the number of the converted ſhall be in- 
creaſed on every ſide, the boundaries of the Meſſiah's 
kingdom eminently enlarged, and Gentiles come 
„ tochis light, and kings to the brightneſs of his 
& riſing,” God will appear to be faithful to every 
engagement into which he entered with his Son, 


and to every promiſe which his word contains. 


This will be the univerſal acknowledgment, when 
that glorious æra which awaits the world ſhall come; 
The Lord hath done that which he deviſed ; he 
hath fulfilled the word that he commanded in 
the days of old; there hath failed not aught of 

any good thing the Lord hath ſpoken ; all bath 
come to paſs.“ | 
God does now appear glorious } in what we ſee of 
Zion, which is great even in ruins, and her very 
duſt precious: but in what glory he will appear 
before the doom of time and nature ſhall be pro- 
-nounced, 1s beyond the reach of our finite powers 
to know, In the mean time let the “ glory of the 
Tord be ſeen upon us (q)'—let us“ not ſtagger 
at the promiſe through unbelief ?—bur whilſt 
we are looking toward future years and ages, or on- 

ward to the warld's laſt period, be ſaying ©* Amen: 
I bleſſing 


(2) Exod. xxxiii. 18, 19. (ke) Itaiah Ix, 2. 


( sY 


« bleſſing and glory, and wiſdom and thankſgiving bs 
and honour and power and might be unto our . 


8 9 N 
5 BEN Id 


* God fore ever, an C , ever 9.7 n 


5 
e . 


On a review ef what hath been advanced 100 us 
1. Rejoice in, and be grateful to God for what 


he hath done, ent; is {till Hou, towards int 


5 Zion. 5 9 3 I 
The intereſt wie zel bene, colt ur fe 


ereatures have in Zion is beyond the power of lan- 


guage to expreſs. What is the world of nature o 


providence to me who am a fallen ſinful creature, 
however they may diſplay the power, the iſdom, ; 
and the general goodneſs of God? lt is that grace 


of Jehovah that gave birth to the goipel diſpens- 
tion that cauſes me to triumph in my being, and- 


bleſs the hand that brought me into it. If I am a 
citizen of Zion, I more than exiſt -I live and am 
happy. Many great and amazing ſteps have been 


taken for the introduction, eſtabliſnment and in- 


creaſe of the Redeemer's intereſt. Many churches 


have been formed, have floutiſhed, and been taken 
to glory: and He © who is excellent in counſel and 
* wonderful in working” may even now be prepar- 
ing the way for the univerſal ſpread of the chriſtian 
faich and religion. Let every heart here be grate- 
ful to God for what may be ſeen of his glory in that 
part of Zion which is built in Britain, and among 


ourſelves. Trace with pleaſure and praiſe every 


wmitance in which God hath glorified his wiſdom, 
his power, his grace and * his faithfulneſs and 
truth, 


(r) Rev. . 12. 


690 


truth, in raiſing vs from thoſe: mühe in babe 
lay in raiſing others and building vp ſouls ta be 
an habitation for himſelf thraugh the Spirit (5); 
If we, who might have been without God, without 
_ Chriſt, and without hope in the world, have each 
_ of theſe—if God is working in us both to will 
„ and to do of his own good pleature” — if we, 
ver ſtate once was, as lively ſtones, are 


built up a ſpiritual houſe, an holy prieſthood, 


* to. offer up ſpirityal ſacrifices, acceptable to Cod 
e by Jeſus Chriſt (2) and baye in view an every 
. laſting reſidence in the new Jeruſalem ; we never 
can wagt a ſubject of praiſe either to God, or o 
Him through the channel of whoſe death every 
bleſſing is conveyed. What is the moſt ſplendid 
building that art, power and wealth can raiſe 
What was that Temple, the labout of an age, and 
the pride of a nation - hen compared with the ta- 
bernacle of God that is now. with men; and that 
building which is raiſed in the believer's heart. 
2. Let us rejoice in that great praſperity that 
awaits the chriſtian cauſe; and let the church en- 
courage herſelf under all her traubles ? 

If it be in the deſart now, it ſhall not always be 
ſo, Though defpiſed by fome, and frawned upon 
by others, it {hall have an univerſal triumph. The 
ſmall ſtone that Nebuchadnezzar ſaw, cut out of 
47 the mountain, without hands, ſmote the 1 Image, 
. brake it in pieces, became a great mountains 
< and filled the Whole carth (2).“ Where is chat 
genuine diſciple of Chriſt, or that Friend to ſouls, 

| who 


00 Epk. 3 G0 Pet. u.. (0 Dan, f. 30 


3 _ 
— 


— — — — — — 
— — ens — —— —— — 2 


rage her under every trouble. The cauſe 


* 


who does not t lock forward with pleaſure to that 
time when righteouſneſs ſhall run down our ſtreets 
like a ſtream the Redeemer's Praiſes dwell on the 
tongues of millions in our land—and the whole 
world be chriſtianized ? Let us who, preach the 
goſpel forget our diſcouragements i in the view and 
proſpect of that time when miniſters ſnall ſearce 
have need to ſay 40 know the IL.ord; for all ſhall 
% kriow him from the leaſt of them even to the 
« greateſt (v).“ Oh! that we might ſee the daun 


of ſuch a day before we die. 


The church of God hath ſomething tc to encou- 
in which 
her friends are engaged is a cauſe which the er l 
Jehovah hath eſpouſed—a cauſe with which his 
own glory is connected and which he will not for- 
ſake.” However diſcouraging appearances may at 
preſent be, whilſt ſome of Zion's © walls are bro- 
« ken down, her gates burnt with fire,” and the 


inroads great and affecting, which. infidelity, the 
love of pleaſure, vice and impicty have made; 


ſhe will be built, and the builder is God. Though 
ſome of the aged among us may fit like © Eli by 
„% 'the way- ſide watching, their hearts trembling 
“ for the ark of God (y);” it will, I cruſt, never 
be ſaid of Britain that © the glory is departed from 


« her for the ark of God is taken(z).” If we 


preach the goſpel without ſucceſs, - ſome future 
miniſters will not, for happier times are coming. 
Let us wreſtle with, . that the glorious day may 


(x) Jer. xxxi. 34. O) 1 Sam. iv. 13. (z) Ver. 22. 
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dawn, and dawn firſt upon us. If the cominatit 
that remains would; like Daniel, confeſs the ſins 

of the times, bewail them before God, and pour 
out their fouls daily in fervent prayer, that we, as + 
a people, might tread back every ſtep we have 

taken from the principles and practice of the 
pious from whom we are deſcended, we ſhould 
ſee far happier times than the preſent, | 

3. Let us all cheriſh an ardent defire of FER 
the church of God in a more profperous ſtare, and 
manifeſt that deſire by our utmoſt exertions in its 

There is every reaſon for our wiſhing the revival 
of religion in the church at latge—in the churches 
to which we reſpectively belong in our own fami- 
lies — and in our own hearts. If we have a heart 
that feels for the glory of God, the honour of the 
Redeemer, the beſt intereſts of our fellow creatures, 
or our own preſent and everlaſting good; - we muſt 
wiſh the proſperous ſtate of Zion. Nothing is 
more apparent than the cloſe connexion there is he: 
tween: the proſperity of Zion and each of theſe. 
In the wiſh that Zion may be built every thing | 
great and good is compriſed. 

But if, beſides being my with, it is not alſo m 
earneſt and fervent prayer that I may be a build- 
ing of God that my family may be a houſe in 

Zion—thar the church to which I ſtand related 
may be built up with numbers as a flock, and 
« increaſed with all the increaſe of God (a)“ — 
that our Britiſh Iſrael may be as much diſtinguiſh- 


(a) Col. ii. 19. 
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(a) 


2 by the ede of faith and piety as by the 
privileges long enjoyed that the whole world may 
become chriſtian—and that in this way, the great 

** Redeemer may be honoured, and Jehovah“ ap- 

* pear in his glory ;” I am, myſelf, no part of - -* 
Zion, whatever I may profeſs or 
JTo our ardent wiſhes and moſt ery 

that Zion may be built, let pany . ir 
unremitting endeavours. If the God t ade. 
us—the God and Father of Jeſus. our God, 
« will appear in his glory” when th empire of _ 
fin and ſatan is contrated—when the ruins of 
the fall are built again——when our churches 
become numerous—and thoſe who compoſe, them | 
are actuated by heavenly principles, adorned with 
heavenly graces, and animated by heavenly hopes ; 3 
how loſt ſhould we be to every pious and grateful 
feeling if the cauſe of God did not lie near our 
hearts, and if we did not exert ourſelves to pro- 
mote it in our own fouls and in the ſouls of 
others! Whatever ſtations we fill. whether of a 
public or private nature, the glory. of God is an 
end we ſhould never loſe ſight of. 

Let us who are Miniſters leave nothing untried 
that our churches may liye—that the breaches 
made by death may be repaired and that the 
riſing generation may be ornaments and pillars 
when thoſe who are at preſent ſuch “ ſhall be 
e made pillars i in the temple of our God bove, 
1 and go no more out (4).” Oh! may we. plead 
our great Maſter's cauſe with a tender concern for 
ſouls, and that holy zeal which becomes it—may 

multitudes 


(5) Rev. iii. 12. 


(4) 


multitudes catch. from us a flame of loye and de- 
vation—in the places Where we aſſemble may the 
faith of many be increaſed, their hopes confirmed, 
dighify e the <hriſtian. | It- we had n not a Wed hope 
that ſome good i is done when we aſſemble, and that 
God is carrying on his cauſe, what A painful em. 
ployment would ours be! 5 
But, whatever good may have been done among 
US, or additions made to our churches, there is yet 
much remaining to be done before religion can be 
ſaid to be'i in a flouriſhing ſtate. You who hear me 
this day have every motiye to exert yourſelves that 
the great” intereſt of goſpel- grace and truth may be 
promoted, as far as your influence does, or can 
extend, that Zion ma be built and God appear in 
bis 7 where) your lot is caſt. We would fain 
perſuade oprfelves that; you Will ſecond our endea- 
vours—ſpeak and act for God, Chriſt and religion 
and that whatever can be done by admonition, 
example, vr fervent prayer will, in divine ſtrength, 
be attempted by you. If the cauſe of Chriſt, ye 
Parents, is a growing cauſe in the places where 
you live or aſſemble, you will have leſs reaſon to 
fear on your children's account when death fhall 
remove you from them. Let a regard for the glo- 
ry of God that nobleſt end of man, connecting it- 
ſelf with the tendereſt feelings: and fondeſt n of 
che parent's boſom, prompt you to do that for your 
offspring which Andrew did for his brother in 
ringe 4 him to Jeſus ON __ Take them by the 
G 2 2 hand 


(e) John. i. 12. 
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(44) 


hand to Hin im who alone can make them A5 Ly * 
good and happy. Plead his cauſe with them i in the 


moſt faithful, affectionate and moving manner. 
Make the moſt juſt and engaging repreſentation of 


religion, and ſo diſcharge a parent's duty that you 
may adopt an Apoſtle's language, my children, 


of whom I travail in birth again until Chriſt be 


e formed in you (4). And let me'requeſt it of 
you all to cultivate zeal for the glory of God, 

and that cauſe by which, as you have heard, it will ; 
be promoted. See to it that, as far as in you lieth, 
grace and piety prevail. Be you the friends and 
advocates of both. Let the world ſee in you a ſa- 
tisfactory anſwer to every objection to Chriſt and 
the goſpel which infidelity, whether ancient or mo- 
dern, hath invented. By a dignity of deportment 
under the influence of chriſtian principles, and his 
grace who builds up Zion; and by conſtancy and 
firmneſs in the ways of Chriſt; reprove the unbe- 
lieving, gay, thoughtleſs, and degenerate age in 
which you live. Let the world ſee that there are 
principles that there is a religion—and t that there 
are promiſes and aids, that can animate ahd ſup-. 
port, adorn and dignify the human ſoul beyond 
every thing elſe that can be known or poſſeſſed 
upon earth, A pious regard for God—love to 
Chtiſt—a genuine public and patriotic ſpirit— 


| _ and that tender affection you feel for thoſe who 
ate moſt nearly allied to you, will, T truſt, act 


powerfully, upon you to ſpare no pains that wht 
remains may be ſtrengrhened=thar every breach 
may 


( wa * 


may be repaired which fin, nth or hell may have 


made in the wills'of Zion. For what better end 


can we live and act than to do good and glo- 
rify God? Let us remember for our encourage 
ment that when we exert ourſelves in our families 
Ein our- ſocial and friendly. confiexions——or! in 
thoſe religious ſocieties to which we belong, that 


religion may revive, the intereſt of our divine Re- 
deemer be advanced, and the number of {crioys, 


Pray ing, pious perſons increaſed; „that we are 


« workers together with God (% n that the cauſe 


in which we are engaged is His cauſe, and that He 


will ſooner or later ſucceed, proſper, and reward 
the pious endeavours of every friend it hath, - 


Oh that years and ages as they roll may leave 


this glorious cauſe in a ſtate more proſperous than 


they find it, until that bleſt period arrive towards 


which we look with r expectation. Amen. 
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